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Liz:	As	 a	Black	woman	 doctoral	 student	who	 is	 very	 cognizant	 of	 space	 and	
















































Charles	Lawrence	noted,	 “We	do	not	 recognize	 the	ways	 in	which	our	cultural	
experience	has	influenced	our	beliefs	about	race	or	the	occasions	on	which	those	
beliefs	affect	our	actions”	(1987,	p.	322).	Central	 to	 this	concept	 is	differential	






























































































































































































Excerpts of our Letters





























...Survival of the Fittest
ReAnna:	Well	 loneliness	 then	 leads	 to	 survival,	 no?	 For	me	 surviving	 in	 the	










Liz:	 I	hesitate	here	ReAnna,	I	want	so	much	to	 think	 that	surviving	is	a	good	
thing,	it	is	connected	to	persistence	and	eventually	to	a	doctoral	degree,	yes,	but	
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